
We bid farewell to Deacon Michael Brock & Ann Millacci Brock 

 
Deacon Michael Brock will celebrate his farewell Masses at St. Columban Sunday, August 

28, during the 9:45 and 11:30 a.m. Eucharistic celebration. He is currently serving in his 10th 

year as a Deacon here at St. Columban.  It is a journey he did not take alone. His wife Ann 

has been with him on this journey since the two came to St. Columban.  

 

“Twenty-eight years ago this September Ann and I moved to Loveland from New York,” 

said Deacon Mike. “I believe we were really super blessed to be literally a mile away from 

St. Columban because that’s how we found the church.” 

 

It was a job transfer for Deacon Mike and an opportunity for Ann to finish her PhD studies 

that brought them here those 28 years ago. They registered at St. Columban and became 

regular church-goers putting their envelope in the basket and collecting the bulletin.  Ann 

finished her doctorate and became a professor on the faculty at the University of Cincinnati. 

With no family locally, their work associates became their social circle.  

 

“We would never mix our social groups. My P&G group was one group, one mindset and 

Ann’s professor group was another mindset,” Deacon Mike explained. “Where we really 

found community, home and family was here, here at St. Columban.”  

 

They saw how lively St. Columban was and chose to become fully immersed and active.   

That’s when Michael Brock began serving as an usher; an often-overlooked ministry that 

offers an opportunity to get to know the people in the parish community.  He and Ann began 

running the original Stewardship Committee.  Their active roles led Michael to a 

conversation with Deacon Jim Miller about wanting to learn more and learn it the right way.  

He began taking classes in the Lay Pastoral Ministry program at the Athenaeum. His mind 

was not on the diaconate at the time.  

 

“I went through Lay Pastoral Ministry program,” Deacon Mike explained. “Deacon Jim 

Miller was counseling me and suggested I apply for the diaconate.  All of a sudden in 2010 I 

got into the diaconate and three years later I was ordained.  It was April of 2013.”  

 

In the nearly 10 years since, Deacon Mike has had an impact on a variety of ministries 

including the St. Columban Knights of Columbus where he was among the charter members 

and served as Council Chaplain.  The Giving Tree is another ministry where both Deacon 

Mike and Ann worked together, again demonstrating their commitment as partners in serving 

the St. Columban Parish family.  Even before he was ordained, Deacon Mike was going out 

on St. Vincent DePaul calls.  He was part of the adult leadership team for the youth ministry 

as well as a vibrant member of the capital campaign fundraising team approaching members 

of various ministries he was involved with sharing his enthusiasm for the project and 

encouraging them to pledge. 

 

It was not until after he was ordained that Deacon Mike became active with the St. Columban 

scouting programs.  Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and even Girls Scouts is undeniably where 

Deacon Mike has shined his light brightest on the St. Columban family.  It is there where his 

presence will be most deeply missed.  

 

“When people look at me, they say: When you leave, what are the Scouts going to do? They 

don’t even say what are the Knights going to do!” said Deacon Mike.  One of those people is 

St. Columban parishioner Kevin Barrett who has worked side-by-side with Deacon Mike and 

the Boy Scouts.  He knows what Deacon Mike and Ann have meant to our parish family at 

St. Columban.  “Deacon Mike Brock is one of the most selfless, caring people I’ve ever 

known. St. Columban has been blessed with his service for many years,” said Barrett. 

“Scouting mentor, Knights of Columbus chaplain, deacon duties, sports mentor.  He is 



always there when needed. The Buffalo area is getting a wonderful new family.  God bless 

them both.”  

 

Deacon Mike says he’s always had an affinity for working with youth. He and Ann have no 

children of their own, but working with the youth of St. Columban, first as an adult leader in 

the previous youth ministry and now with the scouting programs, has given him another 

piece of family.  Working with the Scouts changed his view of youth ministry.   

“If you think about it, we have an active youth ministry,” he said. “It’s not what people think 

it is, it’s actually our scouting program.  When you start adding up Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, 

Boy Scouts we have over 100 kids, parishioners here, going through what I would call a 

youth program.”  

 

Deacon Mike says it is really all about teaching the youth about their faith and building moral 

certitude.  Becoming an active mentor with the scouts was a natural transition for him.  He 

grew up in the scouting program going through Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and earning his 

Eagle Scout.  Deacon Mike has combined that experience with his faith and ministry as a 

Deacon to help the St. Columban Scouts earn their religious emblems including Ad Altare 

Dei (essentially a journey through the sacraments) and Pope Pius XII (a focus on vocations).  

He’s also helped lead the Cub Scout program to earning their religious emblems Light of 

Christ (6-7 year old Cub Scouts) and Parvuli Dei (8-10 year old Cub Scouts) and Girl Scouts 

for their Duty to God.  

 

“We now have 40 Eagle Scouts,” said Deacon Mike. “I have probably helped at least half of 

them.”  Jeff Eha is the father of John Eha who recently earned his Eagle Scout status with the 

help of Deacon Mike.  In fact, their relationship goes back to when John was just a Cub 

Scout.  Jeff would argue Deacon Mike has helped closer to two-thirds of the St. Columban 

Eagle Scouts.  Jeff has been direct witness to Deacon Mike’s work with the scouts.  

 

“He truly is a selfless person, said Eha. “He does this because he’s an Eagle Scout himself 

and is fully ingrained in what it is to be a scout and how you give back.”  Deacon Mike’s 

passion for what he does has left a strong impression on Jeff Eha. Not just scouting, but with 

everything he has done from Knights of Columbus and even the youth group years ago.  

 

“He does all that and he just does it,” Eha said. “He is always super helpful and friendly. He 

doesn’t ask for anything.  He hates being recognized. He does not want to be the center of 

attention ever.  The way he demonstrates things to the other scouts, that passion is always 

there.  He is like the model of what servant leadership means.”  

 

Maybe the best example of what Deacon Mike has meant to the scouts is in their reaction 

when they were told he is leaving. “What?” They were counting on him to be there with them 

on their journey through scouting.  It was an emotional announcement.  Jeff Eha expressed 

emotion in losing a friend even though he knows they’ll still be able to connect.  

 

“It just won’t be as regular,” said Eha. “One thing I will miss is dealing with him on all the 

Eagle stuff.  He challenges me to think about things in a different way, to be a better person 

and to be a better scout.  Working with Deacon Mike. . . it was just enjoyable.”  

 

 “Personally, it has meant a lot,” said John Eha about having Deacon Mike as a scouting 

mentor. “Almost everything he has helped lead me through and pulled me into, I would not 

have done before.”  John cited the religious emblems specifically as something he didn’t 

even know about before Deacon Mike brought them up. It gave them the chance to spend 

more time together.  It was a “win-win” and “great” experience for John.   

 

 



Then came the “Mile Swim”, something John was absolutely not going to do.  Deacon Mike 

kept nudging him, never let up and suddenly John looked at it differently.  “It turned into this 

‘seems like a good thing I really want to do’” John said. “It just came about because he just 

has that ability to do things and it’s really fun.”  “I was five minutes in, maybe 10 just 

thinking this is not possible, but he was there the whole time; ‘come on, come on, you got 

this’.  It was great!”  

 

Ann has also been an integral part of the St. Columban community and has served in a 

variety of ways.  While Michael’s role as a deacon is more visible, Ann quietly prefers to 

work “behind the scene.”  For the last 9 years, Ann has coordinated our annual Giving Tree.  

Every year, in early October, Ann has contacted the 15+ organizations that have reached out 

for assistance during the holiday season.  These organizations range from local nursing 

homes, to schools, to food pantries, to agencies that help the homeless and those with 

physical and mental disabilities, St. Vincent DePaul as well as other churches.  After 

determining the needs of these organizations, Ann generated the gift list, coordinated the tag 

placement and gift collection, as well as recruited the Knights of Columbus to deliver the 

gifts on time.    

 

In addition to the Giving Tree ministry, for the last five years, Ann has coordinated our 

Backpack ministry.  This involves outreach to five schools and organizations throughout the 

Cincinnati area, which are contacted by Ann every spring to determine their school supply 

needs for the upcoming school year.  Based on this information, she coordinates the 

donations from parishioners to meet the need, and personally ensures that all of these 

students have the necessary supplies to start the school year.  Both of these can be daunting 

tasks, but Ann does it all with grace and ease!   

 

Most recently, Ann has also assisted Michael with Way of the Cross on Good Friday.  She, as 

well as Michael, will be missed. 

 

Deacon Mike Brock and Ann are leaving their St. Columban family behind as they journey 

back to his childhood home of Buffalo, New York to care for his ailing mother and aging 

father.  It should come as no surprise to all of us that a call to serve is what takes him away 

from one family and back to his paternal family.  It won’t be easy for Deacon Mike and Ann 

to leave this St. Columban family.  The tears he fought back reveal the love that has bonded 

him to our community, their extended family.  

 

“It’s hard saying goodbye,” said Deacon Mike. “It’s tough for us, and I speak on behalf of 

both Ann and I, this church has become our family away from family.  That’s really, really 

tough.  We’ll see you again.  The Spirit will put us where we need to be.”  

 

When asked to share his insight, Fr. Larry quickly responded by saying, “Both Michael and 

Ann are leaving their handprints and heart prints on our community here at St. Columban.  

Just look at all the things in which they were involved!  Our faith community is somehow 

different because of their presence with us.  On behalf of the entire parish, thank you Michael 

and Ann for your unfailing dedication and love for our parish.  We wish you only the best 

and know we will hold you in our hearts as you “shuffle off to Buffalo.”  From the bottom of 

our hearts, thank you!” 

 

In closing, we do not say goodbye Deacon Mike and Ann, rather we bid you farewell until 

we meet again.      


